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Welcome to the Summer term! 
 

We hope that you have had a restful Easter break! We begin this new term with lots of exciting topics for 
the children to become immersed in. If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact 

me as I am more than happy to discuss your queries with you.  
 

Regards,  

Miss Uguz 
 

Class Teacher – Miss Uguz            
Email – luguz.210@lgflmail.org 

Support Staff: Ms Mustafa / Mr Gomez 
 

Summer 1 2022 - This half term Year 1 will be learning about the following topics: 

English 

This term we will be exploring a text called ‘Dinosaurs and All That Rubbish’ by Michael Foreman, 
through which children will be learning to write their own versions of the narrative, as well as 
instructions and pamphlets. We will then move on to exploring ‘Lost and Found’ by Oliver 
Jeffers, through which children will learn to write character descriptions, their own retellings 
and non-chronological reports. We will continue embed our grammar focus, focused 
specifically on use of punctuation, leaving spaces between words and joining words using 
conjunctions. Children will also have the opportunity to participate in a Poetry Workshop 
delivered by Neal Zetter, through which they will be writing and performing poems.  
 
We will continue with our Daily Supported Reading (DSR) programme, which is designed to ensure 
all children become fluent readers who are independently motivated. This involves daily reading in 
small groups that are led by a trained adult to move children on in their reading.  

Phonics 

There will be two Phonics sessions taught daily, in which we recap phonemes that we have already 
explored with a specific focus on those of which need to be revisited. In preparation for the 
National Phonics Screening Check in the week commencing Monday 6th June, we will be 
practicing reading and blending sounds in ‘real’ and ‘nonsense’ words. The Screening Check 
comprises of a list of 40 words that children read one-to-one with a teacher. The list is a 
combination of both real and made up, non-words which rely purely on using phonics to decode. 
The non-words are words that have been made up and will be shown with a picture of an 
imaginary creature to help them.  
Phonics works best when children are given plenty of encouragement and parents play a very 
important part in helping with this. There are a range of ways that you can reinforce phonics 
learning at home, including asking them about the sounds they have been learning and practising 
these with them, reading regularly with your child and listening to your child read daily, 
encouraging your child to use their phonic knowledge to sound out unfamiliar words. In 
preparation for the Phonics Screening, you can also make up nonsense words that contain 
digraphs and phonemes taught and encourage your child to read these words. If you require any 
further support with this, please do not hesitate to contact me via Class Dojo.  

Maths 

This term, we will consolidate the mathematical skills we have learned across the first two terms 
and build upon them. Children will focusing on multiplication and division, specifically looking at 
number patterns, doubling, sharing, grouping and also finding out about odd and even numbers. 
We will be using arrays and repeated addition to solve multiplication problems and dividing 
numbers and objects by sharing and grouping equally.  
We will continue to practise counting on and back from 100, counting on and back in 2s, 5s and 
tens, using number lines to put numbers in the correct order and recognising odd and even 
numbers. There are a range of ways in which you can support your child to build their mathematic 
fluency. For instance, you could try: 
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• Using objects for counting – such as marbles, buttons, sweets, etc. 

• Learn out lout – sing songs to help children remember certain maths concepts 

• Allow children to makeup their own maths problems using everyday household items – 
e.g. have a maths scavenger hunt in your home 

• Looking for numbers when you go out or at home – e.g. how many yellow cars, how many 
road signs, etc.  

• Sort things out – if you have a box of beads, encourage your child to think about the 
different ways that they can sort these items 

• Play games that involve counting and reading numbers 

• Get cooking – children love weighing out ingredients and checking timers  
 

Science 

This half term, we will focus on ‘Plants’ as our science topic. Children will be working on:  

• Naming some common wild and garden plants 

• Name the main parts of a plant and what they are for. 

• Observe and describe the main changes as seeds (beans) grow into mature plants (working 
scientifically) 

• Ask questions about what they notice 

• Use observations to suggest answers to questions 
 

Computing 

Our Computing topic this half term is ‘We are Rhythmic’. In this unit, children use ScratchJr and 
GarageBand to create patterns of sounds. This will involve the following: 

• Session 1 – They record and playback audio in ScratchJr 

• Session 2 – They program sprites to playback recorded audio in ScratchJr  

• Session 3 – They create a simple program to playback recorded audio in a rhythmic pattern 
in ScratchJr 

• Session 4 – They record audio in GarageBand and experiment with audio effects 

• Session 5 – They cewate a repeating percussion pattern in GarageBand 

• Session 6 – They experiment with playing some of GarageBand’s build-in instruments 

Topic 

This term we will begin our new topic, Our Local Area. This unit will teach children about their 
locality beyond the school gate, building on their knowledge and understanding of their school 
environment. Throughout the unit we will be working on: 

• Recognise familiar places in their local area 

• Use maps to gather information about the local area  

• Use maps to locate places/ landmarks on a map  

• Ask simple geographical questions 

• Recognise housing types 

• Exploring their local area using first hand observation  

• Use simple fieldwork skills to study the geography of the local area 
Towards the end of term, we will also have a Curriculum Day, which will allow children to 
consolidate their Topic learning in an exciting and immersive way, This might involve activities such 
as making a map of an imaginary world they have invented or dressing up as ‘people who help us’ 
in our local area, e.g. firemen, lollypop man/lady, shopkeepers, doctors, etc. Details for this will be 
sent via Class Dojo nearer to the time.  

R.E. 

Our R.E. focus this term will be Sikhism – What does it mean to belong to Sikhism?  
We will be considering the following questions: 

• Explain how Sikh people show they belong to Sikhism 

• How Sikh people remember the birth of Guru Nanak, the founder of the religion 

• Describe the Amrit ceremony  

PSHE 
Our focus this half term will be ‘Relationships’. 

 

Design & 
Technology 

Our first DT unit this half term will be centred on food tech. Children will be handling and exploring 
fruits and vegetables and learn how to identify which category they fall into, before undertaking 
taste testing to establish their chosen ingredients for the smoothie they will make and design 
packaging for. 
We will then move on to our Textiles focus – Making Puppets. Children will be exploring different 
ways of joining fabrics before creating their own hand puppets based upon characters from a well-
known fairy tale. Throughout this unit, they work to develop their technical skills of cutting, gluing, 
stapling and pinning. 



Music 

Elm Class will be taught by a specialist music teacher every Tuesday afternoon. This half term, 
children will continue to learn about rhythm and tempo using a range of hand percussion 
instruments, as well as explore melodies with recorders. We will continue to incorporate 
opportunities for singing across the school day.  
 

Key information 

P.E. 
 

Elm Class will have PE every Tuesday afternoon with Mr Gomez. Please ensure that your 
child/children wear the following kit for PE: Black tracksuit bottoms or shorts, a white t-shirt or 
top and black trainers or plimsolls. If your child does not have the correct kit, they will not be able 
to participate. All children in Elm Class are expected to come to school dressed in their PE kit (and 
school jumper/ cardigan) every Tuesday for this half term. There will not be a changing facility in 
operation. Our focus this term will be dance. 

 

Reading 
records 

 

Your child will be given a banded book and a book of their choice from our book corner each week. 
Please note that children are required to have their book bag with their reading record and book 
every day. All children are required to take their book home every day to read and log comments 
into their Reading Record. Please make sure this is done at least once a week. Reading books will 
be changed every Monday. Please ensure your child comes into school with their reading records 
in their school bags every day. If your child is not returning any books given to them to read 
throughout the week, they will not receive a new book to read for the following week. There will 
be a £5 charge for any books that have been damaged or lost.  

Reading 
Together 
Sessions 

We are excited to share with you that our Reading Together Sessions will be starting on Friday 29th 
April, running every Friday from 9:00-9:20am. This is an opportunity for parents to see first-hand 
how we teach reading and reading related skills to children. Teachers and TAs will continue to 
deliver guided reading sessions with a group.  
 

Homework 

Each week your child will be set weekly tasks for homework based on their learning throughout 
the week. Homework must be returned by the following Tuesday at the latest. Children in Year 1 
should be encouraged to count to 100 in ones as well as 2s, 5s and 10s. They should also continue 
to learn their number bonds and number facts to 20 (doubles and halves), which will massively aid 
their in-class mathematical learning. Children will be assigned maths homework on the Sumdog 
website, for which they each have their own username and password to be found in their 
homework books.  

 

Show and 
Tell 

This term, I will continue to set aside time on a Friday during which children can show a special 
item they have brought from home. This is a valuable opportunity to develop their speaking and 
listening skills. I will draw up a rota for this, which I will share on Class Dojo. Please make sure the 
item your child brings is not too precious, breakable or expensive! 
 

Educational 
Visit/ Trips 

 

Visit to Southwark Cathedral – Thursday 28th April  
Dulwich Wildlife Centre – Date TBC  
 
Letters will be sent out prior to any educational visits planned, on which there will be requested 
for parent volunteers when needed. Thank you for your support and cooperation.  

Other 
Notices 

Summer School Uniform: 

 
Girls Uniform 

• Summer Dresses - Red & White or Green & White Gingham  

• Cardigan*/ Sweatshirt*/V neck sweater - Dark green 

• Footwear - Black Shoes  

• Hijabs – White/Dark Green/Black only 
 
Boys Uniform 



• Polo shirt – Dark green, bright red or white 

• Cardigan*/ Sweatshirt*/V neck sweater - Dark green 

• Trousers/ shorts (knee length) – Grey 

• Footwear - Black shoes  
 

Water bottles – Every child needs their own water bottle with their name on. Please make sure 
your child attends school with a water bottle every day. These can be refilled at school.  

Key dates 

Date TBC - Termly Mile  
Thursday 28th April – Y1 Trip to Southwark Cathedral  
Friday 29th April – Poet Neal Zetter will be visiting Hollydale for poetry workshops with all year 
groups. All children to pay £3 for the workshop. 
Thursday 12th May – Phonics Screening Check Meeting for Y1 parents 3:30-4pm  
Monday 16th – Friday 20th May – Science & Healthy Week 
Wednesday 18th May – Class photos will be taken. Please ensure children are dressed in the 
correct uniform and footwear.  
Friday 27th May - Last day of term. Mufti Day for £1 donation. 
Monday 30th May – Friday 3rd June - Half term break  
Children return to school on Monday 6th June at 8:55am.  
Phonics Screening Check Week - WB Monday 6th June  

 
 


