
 
Hollydale Primary School 

 
Welcome back to a new school year at Hollydale. We hope you have all had an enjoyable and restful holiday and are ready for all 
the exciting challenges this school year will offer!  Although we are happy that things are starting to return to ‘normal’ following 

a difficult couple of years, we would be grateful of your continued cooperation in terms of some of the necessary changes we 
have had to make, for example by continuing to social distance at the school gates.  

 
I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself as Willow’s new class teacher. I have enjoyed getting to know the 

children over the past week and look forward to getting to know parents and carers over the next few weeks. If you have any 
questions please do not hesitate to email me (cmcgowan15.210@lgflmail.org) or ring the office and we can arrange a time to 

discuss any questions or concerns you may have. Alternatively, I can be contacted directly via Class Dojo. Please also keep an eye 
on the Willow Class page of the Hollydale website as we will be posting updates there.  

 
As your children are now in year 6, they will be preparing all year for their end of KS2 assessments (SATS). Information about 

these assessments will be sent in due course. To help prepare for this the children will be having weekly maths fluency, spelling, 
grammar and timetables practice to ensure they are fully prepared and confident! They will also continue to have weekly 

homework to ensure they are progressing so please support your child with this throughout the year! As we are preparing for 
SATs, additional homework may be sent through the week.  

 
Ms McGowan, Year 6 Willow class teacher 

 
Autumn 1 2021 - This half term Year 6 will be learning about the following topics: 

 

English 

Our English theme this half term is ‘Migration and Movement’. In English, we will be basing our learning on 
the books The Unforgotten Coat by Frank Cottrell Boyce and The Arrival by Shaun Tan.  The children will be 
writing in a range of different styles including news reports, diary entries, persuasive writing and stories, all 
based on these books. In our whole class reading sessions, we will begin by studying the poems Caged Bird 
by Maya Angelou and I, Too by Langston Hughes, before moving onto to the novel Fly Me Home by Polly Ho-
Yen.  

Reading 
Records 

Reading every day is vitally important for year 6 children. We would like to get parents involved to 
encourage regular reading habits. Talking to your children about their book choices is really helpful. Children 
need to record their reading in their new online Reading Record which will be checked weekly (more 
information to follow). Reading books can be changed regularly in school and there are plenty of choices in 
the class and in the library to choose from. 

Spelling, 
punctuation 

and 
grammar 

This term the children will be having weekly grammar sessions in order to improve their understanding of the 
grammatical conventions of the English language. We will be looking specifically at grammatical conventions 
linked to our text types whilst keeping up our basic skills. The children will also have weekly spelling sessions 
where we will teach them explicit spelling rules, which will then be applied in the weekly spelling homework. 
Spellings will be sent home along with the children’s homework on Fridays. A spelling test will then take place 
the following Friday. 

Maths 

In Maths the children will be focusing on Number. First, children will build on their existing knowledge of 
place value in order to ensure they can read, write, order and compare numbers up to 10,000,000 and round 
numbers to any required degree of accuracy.  Next, we will consolidate our written and mental methods for 
addition, subtraction, multiplication and division and ensure the children are confident in using these to 
solve problems. Throughout the term we will also focus on problem solving skills and strategies and being 
able to use mathematical language to reason and explain our answers. The children will also need to 
continue to practise their times tables. Their logins for Times Tables Rock Stars can be found in their reading 
records. Finally, the children will practise their arithmetic skills throughout the half term, during our maths 
fluency and arithmetic sessions.  

Science 

In Science we will be looking at Electricity. The children will learn – through theoretical and practical 

activities – how to associate the brightness of lamps and volume of buzzers with the number and voltage of 

batteries used. They will be able to explain and give reasons for this. Finally, they will be able to use 

recognised symbols when representing a simple circuit in a diagram. 

Computing 

Our Computing topic this half term is ‘We are Toy Designers’. We will be using an online programme called 
micro:bit to understand how toys are designed and design and make our own.    

Session 1 – learn about micro:bit and MakeCode 
Session 2 – research electronic toys 

Session 3 – design a toy 
Session 4 – programme the micro:bit 

Sessions 5 and 6 –  add interactive components and connect the micro:bit to the toy 



Topic 
This term our History topic is Black Scientists and Inventors, where we will be learning about the lives and 
achievements of a number of influential figures.  

Art 
In art this term we will be creating portraits of other ‘Hidden Figures’ in Black history. We will study how 
illustrators such as Vashti Harrison create their illustrations, then create our own. 

P.E. 

PE day for Willow class is Thursday and will continue to be taught by one of our LPESSN coaches. Please 
ensure that your child/children have the following kit for PE: black tracksuit bottoms or shorts, a white t-
shirt or top and black trainers or plimsolls and that they attend school wearing their PE kit (and their 
Hollydale jumper) every Thursday.  

Music 
Children will continue to take part in weekly Brass lessons on Thursdays with Mr Mayhew and Mr Entwistle. 
The children will also begin by continuing their Multi-Story Orchestra Choir Project – please see the key 
dates below.  

R.E. 
This term in RE we will be focusing on the theme of Life After Death. We will begin by investigating the concept 
of life before moving onto studying what different major world religions teach about Life After Death and how 
these views differ.  

P.S.H.E. & 
Citizenship 

This term our focus will be on ‘Step up September’. We will be focussing on ensuring the transition back to 
school is as smooth as possible and looking at ways we can focus on our physical and mental health.  We will 
also continue to reinforce our school values of Respect, Responsibility, Relationships and Resilience.  

Spanish Spanish lessons will resume in Autumn 2. 

Homework 

Homework will continue to be assigned via Google Classroom on a Friday and should be returned by 
Tuesday of the following week. Children should also learn spellings which will be sent home on Friday and 
tested the following week. Additional grammar and maths activities will also be sent home. Children should 
continue to learn their times tables, which will be tested on a regular basis, and additional maths homework 
will be assigned on the Mathletics website, for which each child has their own username and password. 
Children can also use Times Tables Rock Stars, for which they should already have a login.  

Trips and 
visits 

Trips and visits can now resume and we look forward to the exciting opportunities ahead. Please keep an 
eye out for letters and messages on Class Dojo regarding these. Information about the prospective Year 6 
residential will follow in due course.  

Uniform 
expectations 

Please ensure that your child attends school with a fresh water bottle every day and is wearing the correct 
uniform. Our uniform encourages a sense of belonging and is compulsory for all children from Reception 
Class to Year 6. 

Key dates 

Thursday 9th, Friday 10th and Monday 13th September – Multi-Story Orchestra Choir rehearsal until 4:30pm 
Tuesday 14th and Wednesday 15th September – Multi-Story Orchestra performance 4pm – 7:45pm 
Thursday 16th September - Meet the Teacher 
Friday 17th September - Jeans for Genes Day. All pupils wear jeans and donate £1. 
Thursday 23rd September - Harvest Festival Assembly 
Monday 27th September – Macmillan fundraising event (cake sale) 
Friday 1st October – Black History Month begins 
Monday 4th October – Poetry Week begins 
Thursday 7th October - National Poetry Day 
Tuesday 12th and Wednesday 13th October - Parent consultation meetings to share pupil targets and 
progress 
Thursday 14th October – Multiplication tables challenge 
Thursday 21st October – Walk Challenge 
Monday 25th – Friday 29th October 2021 - Half term 

 
 
If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to contact us. Thank you for your continued support and co-operation. 

 
Willow Class Team: 
 
Ms McGowan (Class Teacher - cmcgowan15.210@lgflmail.org) 
Mr Long (Additional Support) 

 


