
Chronological Understanding 

Year 1 

- Sequence events and recount changes within living memory.  

- Place known events and objects in chronological order.  

 

Children begin to think of how long ago different events and objects come from.  

Year 2  

- Show an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases related to the passing of 

time.  

- Describe where people and events fit within a timeline.  

 

Children begin to work with dates as well as being aware of how long ago events 

happened/people lived.  

Year 3  

- Use dates to order and place events on a timeline.  



 

Children begin to develop their confidence with ordering dates on a timeline.  

Year 4  

- Use dates to order and place events on a timeline. 

- Place some world events in a chronological framework.  

 



Children are introduced to AD and BC and begin to work with these, with support from the 

teacher.  

 

Response to marking showing chronological understanding 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Year 5  

- Use dates to order and place events on a timeline. 

- Begin to use AD and BC when ordering dates.  

 

Children develop more independence when working with timelines. They use AD and BC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Year 6  

- Use dates to order and place events on a timeline.  

- Use AD and BC when ordering dates.  

 

Children begin to draw their own timelines, using AD and BC dates.  


