
Geographical Skills and Fieldwork 

Year 1  

- Ask simple geographical questions, eg ‘What is it like to live in this place?’ 

- Understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and 

physical geography of a small area of the UK and a small area of a contrasting non-European 

country. 

- Use simple observational skills to study the geography of the school and the local area.  

- Use simple maps of the local area eg large scale, pictorial etc.  

- Use locational and directional language (eg near and far; left and right) to describe the 

location of features and routes.  

- Make simple maps and plans eg pictorial place in a story. 

 

Studying the physical geography of the North and South poles 



 

Studying the human Geography of the local area 

 

Using directional language to follow a route on a hand-drawn map 



 

 

Year 2 

- Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as 

well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage.  

- Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its 

grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment.  

- Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional 

language eg near and far; left and right, to describe the location of features and routes on a 

map.  

- Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and 

physical features; devise a simple map using a key. 

 

Labelled map with key showing different climates 



 

Using an aerial view to identify key physical and human features 

 

Labelled map of the oceans 



 

Using compass directions to move around a map 

 

Sketch map of the school and its grounds 

Year 3 

- Analyse evidence and draw conclusions eg make comparisons between locations using aerial 

photos/pictures, eg pollution, temperatures etc.  

- Understand and use a widening range of topic specific vocabulary eg contour, height, valley, 

erosion, deposition, transportation, headland, volcanoes, earthquakes etc.  

- Ask and respond to geographical questions eg ‘Can you describe the landscape?’ ‘Why is it 

like this?’ ‘How is it changing?’ ‘What do you think will happen if _______ continues?’ 



- Recognise that different people hold different views about an issue and begin to understand 

some of the reasons why. 

 

Using a diagram to write about tectonic plates 

 

Writing about tsunamis using topic-specific vocabulary 



 

Poster showing why deforestation happens and the different views people might have about it.  



 

Arguments for and against living near a volcano 

Year 4 

- Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, 

Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricon, the Arctic Circle, the Prime 

Meridian and time zones. 

- Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on different continents, concentrating on 

their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics and major cities.  

- Use the 8 points on a compass.  



 

Using a map to identify countries on the equator 

 

Map co-ordinates using points of a compass to locate places. (Need to use the 8 points on a 

compass across KS2 a lot more.) 



 

Comparison between daylight hours here, in the Arctic Circle and in Antarctica 

 

 

Year 5 

- Use maps, atlases, globes and digital mapping to locate countries and describe features 

studied.  



 

Labelled map of Europe- atlas used to support 

 

Description of features of countries in Eastern Europe 



 

Year 6  

- Use maps, atlases, globes and digital mapping to locate countries and describe features 

studied.  

- Understand and use a widening range of topic specific vocabulary eg urban, rural, land use, 

sustainability, tributary, trade links etc.  

 

Labelled diagram showing topic-specific vocabulary 

 

(Chn located countries during WW2 topic also but don’t have a picture of it as it came out blurry 

and now books have been sent home) 

 


