
 

Happy New Year!  
Welcome back! We hope you and your families have had a wonderful Christmas break. We are looking 

forward to a new and exciting year and term ahead of learning in Oak Class! 
 

Class Teacher – Mrs Rosie Knight – rknight39.210@lgflmail.org 
Support Staff: Ms Mustafa 

 
Spring 1 2022 - This half term Year 1/2 will be learning about the following topics: 

English 

This term we will be exploring a new text called ‘Beegu’ by Alexis Deacon, through which they 
will create their own version of the ‘alien’ narrative, as well as descriptions and letters. We will 
also be enjoying ‘The Odd Egg’ by Emily Gravett.  The children will be doing work around thought 
and speech bubbles, diaries and letters.  Specific grammar foci will be embedded in our English 
lessons throughout the term, with a particular focus on the use of basic punctuation, leaving 
spaces between words and applying phonetic knowledge to sound out words. We will continue 
with our Daily Phonics programme, Little Wandle, which is designed to help children learn their 
phonics and become fluent readers.  This involves daily reading in small groups that are led by a 
trained adult to move children on in their reading.   

Reading 
Records 

Please look after the Little Wandle books that come home on a Thursday, read them daily and 
return them to school on Monday.  All children are required to take their book home every day 
to read and log comments into their Reading Record. Please ensure your child comes into school 
with their reading records in their school bags every day. If your child is not returning any books 
given to them to read throughout the week, they will not receive a new book to read for the 
following week. There will be a £5 charge for any books that have been damaged or lost.  

Phonics 
Phonics will be taught daily and consolidated in Literacy lessons. We will begin each session by 
recapping known sounds and learning new Phase 5 sounds.  

Handwriting 
and 

Presentation  

Children will have specific handwriting lessons to help them improve their presentation across all 
subjects. We will focus on letter formation and correctly joining our letters together. Children are 
reminded on the importance of presentation in all subjects across the curriculum.  

Maths 

This term we will begin by revisiting our knowledge of place value and addition and subtraction, 
continuing to build on our existing knowledge and exploring numbers 11-20. We will continue to 
practise counting to 100 in in 2s, 5s and 10s. Children should be increasingly confident adding 
numbers to 10 mentally and will continue building on their existing knowledge of number bonds 
to 10 and 20 (e.g. 12+8, 15+5, 16+4). As well as helping your child to practise these skills, you can 
support by encouraging them to explain what they are doing and how they are working out 
problems. Try to apply number skills to ‘real life’ problems (e.g. If we have 5 apples and 4 
oranges, how much fruit do we have?) 

Science 

This half term, we will continue our focus on our science topic – Everyday Materials. Children will 
be working on:  

• distinguishing between an object and the material from which it is made 

• identifying and naming a variety of everyday materials, including wood, plastic, glass, 
metal, water, and rock 

• describing the simple physical properties of a variety of everyday materials 

• comparing and grouping together a variety of everyday materials on the basis of their 
simple physical properties. 

• planning and carrying out investigations into different materials.  

Computing 
Our Computing topic this half term is ‘We are digital artists’, through which we will be using the 
Brushes Redux and Autodesk SketchBook apps on iPads to create paintings inspired by the work 
of famous artists.  

Topic 

This term we will begin our new topic, Nurturing Nurses. Throughout the unit we will be working 
on: 

• Learning about significant people in our lives and from history.  

• Who was Florence Nightingale and how did she improve nursing? 

• Who was Mary Seacole and what impact did she have? 

• Who was Edith Cavell and how did she help soldiers? 
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• Why and how should we remember the nurses? 

R.E. 

Our R.E. focus this term will be Islam – What does it mean to belong to Islam? We will be 
considering the following questions: 

• Who was Muhammad?  

• Which objects are special to Muslims? 

• How do Muslims show they belong to Islam? 

• What celebrations do Muslims take part in? 

PSHE 
Our focus this half term will be ‘Dreams and Goals’. 

 

Art / D.T. 
Our Art unit this half term will be Sculpture and 3D art. On the theme of the natural world, 
children will make sculptures, collages, 3D models of creatures and a class spider sculpture, 
inspired by Louise Bourgeois. 

P.E. 

Oak Class will have PE every Tuesday and Wednesday afternoon. Please ensure that your 
child/children wear the following kit for PE: Black tracksuit bottoms or shorts, a white t-shirt or 
top and black trainers or plimsolls. Our focus this term will be Gymnastics. If they do not have 
the correct kit, they will not be able to participate. All children in Oak Class are expected to come 
to school dressed in their PE kit (and school jumper/ cardigan) every Tuesday and Wednesday 
for this half term. There will not be a changing facility in operation.  

Music 

Oak Class will be taught by a specialist music teacher every Thursday Morning. This half term, 
children will continue to learn about rhythm and tempo using a range of hand percussion 
instruments, as well as explore melodies with recorders. We will continue to incorporate 
opportunities for singing across the school day.  

Homework 

Each week your child will be set weekly tasks for homework based on their learning throughout 
the week. Homework must be returned by the following Tuesday at the latest. Children in Year 1 
should be encouraged to count to 100 in ones as well as 2s, 5s and 10s. They should also 
continue to learn their number bonds and number facts to 20 (doubles and halves), which will 
massively aid their in-class mathematical learning. Children will be assigned maths homework on 
the Sumdog website, for which they each have their own username and password to be found in 
their homework books.  

Class Dojo 

Please make sure you have access to Class Dojo in order to receive updates on any important 
information you would need to know.  If there is anything we need to share with you, we will use 
this platform to contact you.  

https://teach.classdojo.com/ 

Visits/ Trips 
Educational Visit/ Trips Museum visit - TBC 
Mosque Visit: date to be confirmed.  

Key dates 

- Weekly parents reading together – 9am Friday 
- Wednesday 11th January – SATS Y2 and Y6 meeting with parents, 3:40pm 
- Friday 27th January – Poetry Recital assembly 
- Monday 30th January – Maths week begins 
- Thursday 2nd February – Times table challenge 
- Friday 3rd January – NSPCC Number Day (Fundraising) Maths Exhibition – 3:30pm 
- Monday 6th February – Speech and Language meeting – 2:45pm 
- Thursday 9th February – Spelling Bee competition 
- Thursday 9th February – End of half term disco, 4:30-6:00pm 
- Friday 10th February – School closed for INSET day 
Monday 13th – Friday 17th February – Half term break  

Additional 
Information 

Please ensure that your child attends school with a fresh water bottle every day and is wearing 
the correct uniform. Our uniform encourages a sense of belonging and is compulsory for all 
children from Reception Class to Year 6. 
 
Please note that children can wear their own clothes on the day of their birthday.  If their 
birthday falls on their PE day, please make sure they wear the appropriate athletic wear of their 
choice.  
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