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● Respect ● Responsibility ● Relationships ● Resilience 

 Working together to be the best that we can be 

Hollydale News 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
A belated Happy New Year to you all. It has been lovely to welcome the children back to school. We have a 
short but busy term ahead! 
 
Homework and Class Curriculum Newsletters  
You should have received this term’s curriculum newsletters by now. Please make sure you read them 
carefully so you can support your child’s learning at home. PE times have changed for some classes as LKS2 
will be going swimming this term. Please ensure your child completes their weekly homework as well as 
their daily reading. Sumdog should also be used for maths from Y1-6 to support your child’s maths 
learning. All curriculum newsletters can be found here:  
https://hollydaleprimary.school/curriculum-newsletters/  
 
Reading Records  
Reading with your child is the most important way you can help your child to learn at school. If your child 
can already read, listening to them read and encouraging them to read is just as important. Studies show 
that children who are regularly read with/ listened to achieve higher results at the end of their primary 
education.  
 
To aid your child’s reading we are asking that you read with/ listen to your child read each day for at least 
10minutes or for a sustained length of time during the weekend. Once you have done this, please ensure 
you sign their reading record so we can see you are reading with your child. If reading is not completed at 
home and diaries are not returned to school daily, we will be calling to see how we can support you. To 
assist with reading at school, your children are read with daily. Reading lessons take place and reading 
books are regularly changed. More information about reading can be found here: 
https://hollydaleprimary.school/reading-at-hollydale-school/  
 
Term Events  
This term we have several events to look forward to. We have Maths Week coming up in two weeks’ time. 
In February, we will celebrate Number Day, Safer Internet Day and Mental Health Week. Please make sure 
you keep an eye out for information about these events. Key dates for this term can be found here: 
https://hollydaleprimary.school/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Parent-Calendar-Spring-1-2024-2.pdf 
 
Labelling Uniform  
As the weather is getting colder, many of you are sending your children to school with jumpers, coats, hats, 
gloves and scarves. Please ensure you label each of your child’s items so that if they lose them, we are able 
to help you easily locate them. Items which are not labelled are impossible to identify. 
 

Best wishes, 
Ms Reid - Headteacher 
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Thought of the week  
“Once you choose hope, 

anything is possible.” 
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 Important dates for your diary  
 

Wednesday 24th 
January 

Phonics Meeting for 
parents and carers – EYFS 

and Y1 3.40pm 
 

Wednesday 24th Y6 SATs meeting for 
parents and carers – 

3.40pm 
 

Wednesday 24th Height and Weight Check 
for YR – 6 

 

Thursday 25th Elm Y1/2 Educational Visit 
to Dulwich Picture Gallery 

 

Friday 26th Y5 and Y6 Hazel and Willow 
Class Synagogue Visit 

 

Wednesday 31st Y3/4 Birch Class Trip to 
Frameless 

 

Monday 29th Maths Week begins 
Bubbly Maths Workshop 

 

Friday 2nd February NSPCC Number Day 
 

  

Attendance and Punctuality 
 

 
 

How quickly another week has flown by! 
This year we are aiming for an attendance target of 97%. 

 

Please note the following: 
100% Attendance - 0 Days Missed - Excellent 

95% Attendance - 9 Days of Absence, 1 Week and 4 
Days of Learning Missed - Satisfactory 

90% Attendance - 19 Days of Absence, 3 Weeks and 4 
Days of Learning Missed - Poor 

85% Attendance - 28 Days of Absence, 5 Weeks and 3 
Days of Learning Missed - Very Poor 

80% Attendance - 38 Days of Absence, 7 Weeks and 3 
Days of Learning Missed - Unacceptable 

Class Attendance Punctuality - Number of 
Lates 

Cherry 93% 2 

Elm 98% 5 

Cedar 98% 3 

Birch 91% 2 

Hazel 100% 2 

Willow 96% 1 
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Class Catch Up! 
Cherry Class have been learning about 1 more and 1 less in Maths and have been practising what happens to the 
numbers when adding one more or taking one away. We have used 10 frames to visually represent this process. 

 
In our Phonics lessons, we’ve been learning some very exciting graphemes including ai, ee, igh, oa, oo and the strong 

oo. The children have made great efforts to practice writing words with each off these graphemes each day. 

  
 

  This term, Elm Class (Y1/2) have been learning about Islam in RE. So far they have learnt about the special ceremony 
of Aqiqah when a baby is born to welcome them to the world and they have also learnt about the features of a 
mosque. They combined this learning with their art lesson and created some beautiful watercolour and acetate 

mosque pictures. 
 

Aria, Nikodem and Emma 
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K’Hari 

 

Ash 
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Year 3 Cedar Class completed some fantastic prehistoric Britain home learning projects over the holidays. 

Gabriella, Elizabeth, Amaal, Crystian 

 

In Birch Class (Yr 3/4) we have been learning about different tropical countries as part of our geographical curriculum. 
We were able to explore the similarities and differences between tropical countries and non-tropical countries such as 

the United Kingdom. We decided that we liked many of the features within tropical countries so would like to visit 
them.   

Nell, Tawfiq, Zikra & Abigail 
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This week, Y5 Hazel Class have been looking at the difference between electrical insulators and conductors. We 

created circuits using a wire, a bulb and a cell, testing materials such as wood, metal and plastic to see if they would 

conduct electricity. 
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Y6 Willow Class have gone to their residential this week to Sayors Croft. They’ve been enjoying their first activity of 

orienteering and blindfolding to develop their communication skills! 
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Wednesday Reward Assembly Chart 

 

W/C:  15
th
 January 2024  

Excellence Reward week for: Music 

 

Class Name of 
Child 

Reason for 
reward 

Name of 
child 

Reason for 
reward 

Cherry YR  
 

Asaiah 
 

Learning songs on 
assemblies and 

projecting his voice. 

Isabella 
 

Keeping a beat in 
music lesson and 

supporting the 
class. 

Elm Y1/Y2 
 

Koa For participating 
with enthusiasm 

during our weekly 
music lessons. 

Kayden For engaging 
enthusiastically 

during our 
weekly music 

lessons with Mr 
Duncan. 

Cedar Y3 
 

Yaminah Always showing 
fantastic enthusiasm 
in her music lessons. 

Kenzo Excellent 
engagement in 

his ukulele 
lessons. 

Birch Y3-4 
 

Neriah For her dedication in 
learning how to play 

the ukulele and 
piano. 

Oliver For his 
consistency in 

attending guitar 
club each week. 
Oliver has learnt 
a range of notes 

and musical 
pieces. 

Hazel Y5 
 

Cristian For his enthusiasm 
towards music 

generally and his 
awareness of the 

importance of 
practising an 
instrument. 

Freya For her 
enthusiasm and 
commitment to 
choir. I can tell 

you are enjoying 
singing, which is 

a mark of an 
excellent 

performer! 

Willow Y6 
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Hollydale Coffee Morning 

Sessions 

 

 

Subject/Focus 

group 

 

Date/Times/Place 

 

Lead by 

 

Reading workshop 

KS1 and KS2 

parents/carers 

 

 

22nd February 2024 

Thursday 9:00-10:00 

 

 

 

 

Ms Sultana 

 

SEND workshop Whole 

school 

 

 

12th March 2024 

Tuesday 9:30-10:30 

 

Ms Clayton 

 

 

Maths workshop   

EYFS and KS1 

parents/carers 

 

21st March 2024 

Thursday 9:00-10:00 

 

Ms La Malfa 

 

Phonics workshop  

 EYFS and Y1 

parents/carers 

 

18th April 2024 

Thursday 9:00-10:00 

 

 

Ms Sultana 

 

Please note – An invitation with detail about each workshop will be sent 

nearer the time. 
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